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Introduction
T

oo many times in history, too many people – scholars, politicians, diplomats, economists etc. – tended to view the division of Europe into East and West as a natural and irremovable fact. Many dramatic events of the 19th and 20th centuries seemed to stress this ‘reality’, culminating with the Cold War division and Germany’s splitting. The ‘East’ is associated with a series of negative attributes such as ethnic and nationalism related conflicts, minorities’ controversies, lack of democratic traditions and behaviours, a less developed cultural environment, social and economic unrests, communism, crises of different kind etc. The ‘West’, on the other hand, is associated with highly cultural, social, political or economic traditions and practices. According to the common understanding, the East has developed under the beneficial influence of the Western ideas, movements and influences, while the East has threatened and continues to threaten with its influence the tranquillity of the Western existence. Although many of these stereotypes are still present, especially in mass media, today’s Europe seems less divided as ever before, while Eastern Europe is more and more integrated and integrated into Europe. 

Interested in the complex topic of contemporary Europe as seen between East and West, the present issue of the Valahian Journal of Historical Studies offers some examples of East-West cooperation, or East-West struggle, in different moments of the 20th century, but also historical analyses on different Eastern or Western realities. In this sense, Sorin Radu’s article analyzes the political discourse of the Transylvanian social-democrats for the period 1917-1918, and notices within it the transition from the internationalist ideas to self-government ideas in a short period of time. 

Radu Florin Bruja chooses another province for research, namely Bucovina. Analyzing the 1937 elections in Bucovina, the author concludes that the Romanian society had not lost its democratic character, continuing to act against dictatorial tendencies. In an attempt to better understand the future political evolution of Romania, Bruja also stresses the polarization of the political class in Bucovina in 1937. Elena Dragomir’s contribution offers another example of analysis focused on a subject from within the Eastern part of the continent. Specifically, Dragomir advances new explanations for Romania’s detachment from Moscow at the beginning of the 1960s. This article concludes that, at the beginning of the 1960s, the Soviet Union was perceived in Bucharest as a direct and imminent threat to the security of the Romanian state and, to some extent, to the communist ideology, and that these perceptions are, to a great extent, responsible for the adoption of the so-called ‘Romanian independent foreign policy doctrine’ developed in the 1960s.

Mihai Sandu’s article deals with Canada’s relations with the U.S.S.R. and its satellites in the context of the Cold War. Sandu uses a traditionalist approach in dealing with Cold War related issues, maintaining the bipolar paradigm in his analysis, and concludes that Canada and Eastern Europe, lacking resources and opportunities to initiate and support their views on major international problems, developed a foreign policy of response to the actions of superpowers, with the aim of reducing the East-West tensions. Alexandru Tieanu has a similar bipolar approach when analyzes the political situation of Poland for the years 1980 and 1981. Tieanu notices the post World War II Europe’s division. According to this author, the European continent was split into ‘a democratic and free Western Europe and an oppressed and ideologically controlled Eastern Europe’. Analyzing Poland’s situation for the beginning of the 1980s, Tieanu argues that, by that time, Poland was positioned culturally, ideologically, and even politically between East and West, and emphasizes the role of a model that Poland played for other eastern European states in the process of their separation from communism.     

Marian-Alin Dudoi brings forward another analysis on East-West bilateral relation, this time the stress going on the Romanian-British relations between 1947 and 1954. Dudoi argues that despite the differences of political regime the two states tried to continue their relations, but they lacked a favorable international context.       

In her contribution on the evolution of the regulatory norms in regard with the right of defence within the Romanian legislation, Camelia Şerban-Morăreanu offers also examples as to how the legislation of one particular Eastern European region/province/state changed under the influence of different Eastern or Western models. The analysis is extensive, covering a long period of time from Middle Age to present. This contribution is a great example of how one particular region or state is situated between East and West, often not by its on choice, but by different external or contextual pressures. Thus, Camelia Şerban-Morăreanu notices that after 1948 the criminal procedure legislation was elaborated under the influence and following the model of the Soviet Union, while before that date the predominant models had been the western ones.            
Alina Bouroşu focuses on the ethical dimension of labor migration, noticing the relevance of this topic for our world today. The immigration problem is usually associated with a flow from East to West, and as the article argues, it is closely related to the problems of social justice and human rights. These two elements, the author stresses, cannot be overlooked by governments when defining the immigration policies. 
The contribution of Milan Grba and Paul Shore presents the adventure of one particular and rare ‘Eastern’ book, a Romanian language catechism, produced in Alba Iulia in 1699, identified today in the British Library. The original of this copy has not been identified. As the authors of the article stress, this is probably the only copy of this catechism. The volume is in generally very good condition, except for the missing title page, but a photocopy of the title pages has been inserted.  

With this issue, Valahian Journal of Historical Studies brings forward once more the topic of Europe’s political, ideological, cultural, etc. artificial division between East and West, and argues that only the knowledge of the problem could be the base of solving the problem.   
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