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Abstract 
As former far-flung European colonies, Chile and Australia have developed most of their socio-historical 
path in asymmetrical relationship to the Northern Hemisphere. Nevertheless, the advent of globalisation 
and the Pacific Region as a new site for strategic alliances with the end of the Cold War has decentred this 
prevailing asymmetry and given visibility to new settings of representation as well as the construction of 
meanings and identities. 
By examining a selection of Australian and Chilean presidential and ministerial discourses between 1990 
and 2010, this paper aims to shed light on how Chile and Australia have constructed their relationship in 
the context of the Free Trade Agreement signed in 2008, and the role of the Pacific Ocean in the 
geographical imaginations of both countries. This paper argues that the contours of globalisation and the 
constructed trajectories of Chile and Australia around the Pacific Ocean as a space where capital and 
people freely flow gave rise to the re-imagination of these two relatively distant countries as connected places.  

                                                 
* PhD (c) Department of Spanish and Latin American Studies, Faculty of Arts, University of Sydney, 
istr9460@uni.sydney.edu.au.  



Irene Strodthoff 

 36 

References: 
 
Ang, Ien, Chalmers, Sharon, Law, Lisa and Thomas, Mandy. Alter/Asians: Asian-

Australian Identities in Art, Media and Popular Culture. Sydney: Pluto Press, 2000. 
Aylwin, Patricio. "Discurso de S. E. el Presidente de la República, D. Patricio Aylwin Azócar, 

en Universidad La Trobe". Melbourne, October 7, 1993. Transcription in word 
format. Santiago: Corporación Justicia y Democracia, 2009, (Author's 
translation). 

Aylwin, Patricio. "Discurso de S. E. el Presidente de la República, D. Patricio Aylwin Azócar, 
en Almuerzo Ofrecido por el Primer Ministro de Australia, en el Parlamento". 
Canberra, October 6, 1993. Transcription in word format. Santiago: 
Corporación Justicia y Democracia, 2009, (Author's translation). 

Aylwin, Patricio. "Discurso de S. E. el Presidente de la República, D. Patricio Aylwin Azócar, 
en Cena en Sydney". Sydney, October 5, 1993. Transcription in word format. 
Santiago: Corporación Justicia y Democracia, 2009, (Author's translation). 

Bader, Thomas. “Before the Gold Fleets: Trade and Relations between Chile and 
Australia, 1830-1848”. Journal of Latin American Studies 6 (1974): 35-58. 

Blainey, Geoffrey. The Tyranny of Distance: How Distance Shaped Australia’s History. 
Sydney: Pan Macmillan Australia Pty Limited, 2001. 

Castells, Manuel. Globalización, Desarrollo y Democracia: Chile en el Contexto Mundial. 
Santiago: Fondo de Cultura Económica, 2005 (Author’s translation). 

Collier, Simon and Sater, William F. A History of Chile, 1808-1994. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 1996. 

Connell, Raewyn. Southern Theory: The Global Dynamics of Knowledge in Social Science. 
Crows Nest, NSW: Allen and Unwin, 2007. 

Connery, Christopher. "Pacific Rim Discourse: The US Global Imaginary in the Late 
Cold War Years". Boundary 2 21 (1994): 30-56. 

Cosgrove, Denis. Geography and Vision: Seeing, Imagining and Representing the World. 
London and New York: I. B. Tauris & Co Ltd., 2008. 

Daniels, Stephen. Fields of Vision: Landscape Imagery and National Identity in England and 
the United States. Cambridge: Polity Press, 1993. 

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. "Australia-Chile Free Trade Agreement." 
Australian Government. http://www.dfat.gov.au/fta/aclfta/index.html 
(accessed September 29, 2011). 

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. "Chile Country Brief." Australian 
Government. http://dfat.gov.au/geo/chile/chile_brief.html (accessed 
February 9, 2009). 

Dirlik, Arif. "Introduction: Pacific Contradictions". In What is in a Rim? Critical 
Perspectives on the Pacific Region Idea, ed. Arif Dirlik, 3-13. 2nd edition, Boston: 
Rowman and Littlefield Publishers, Inc., 1998. 

Dirlik, Arif. "The Asia-Pacific Idea: Reality and Representation in the Invention of a 
Regional Structure". In What is in a Rim? Critical Perspectives on the Pacific Region 
Idea, ed. Arif Dirlik, 15-36. 2nd edition, Boston: Rowman and Littlefield 
Publishers, Inc., 1998.   

http://www.dfat.gov.au/fta/aclfta/index.html
http://dfat.gov.au/geo/chile/chile_brief.html


Re-imagining far-flung yet connected places: Australia and Chile in the Pacific Region (1990-2010) 

 37 

Downer, Alexander. "Intervención de Ministro de Relaciones Exteriores de Australia, 
Sr. Alexander Downer, en Almuerzo Ofrecido en su Honor en la Sociedad de 
Fomento Fabril." Sociedad de Fomento Fabril, 
http://www.sofofa.cl/opinion/2001/comercioexterior/1-4-
2001/downer28.3.htm (accessed July 7, 2009). (Author’s translation). 

Evans, Gareth. "Australia and Chile: The Asia Pacific and Latin America." Gareth 
Evans. 
http://www.gevans.org/speeches/old/1992/090392_fm_AusandChile.pdf  
(accessed November 29, 2011).  

García-Canclini, Néstor. Consumers and Citizens: Globalization and Multicultural Conflicts. 
Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2001. 

García-Canclini, Néstor. La globalización Imaginada. Buenos Aires: Paidós, 1999, 
(Author’s translation). 

Gregory, Derek. The Colonial Present. Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishing, 2004. 
Gregory, Derek. "Social Theory and Human Geography". In Human Geography: Society, 

Space and Social Science, eds. Derek Gregory, Ron Martin, Graham Smith, 78-
109. London: The Macmillan Press, 1994. 

Gregory, Derek and Urry, John. "Introduction," in Social Relations and Spatial Structures, 
eds. Derek Gregory, John Urry, 1-8. London: The Macmillan Press, 1985. 

Harvey, David. Spaces of Hope. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2000. 
Hau'ofa, Epeli. "Our Sea of Islands". The Contemporary Pacific 6 (1994): 148-161. 
Jolly, Margaret. “Imagining Oceania: Indigenous and Foreign Representations of a Sea 

of Islands”. The Contemporary Pacific 19 (2007): 508-545. 
Lagos, Ricardo. “Almuerzo ofrecido por el Australian Latin American Business 

Council.” Fundación Democracia y Desarrollo. 
http://memoria.fdd.cl/view/view-ficha-
isad.asp?tipo=discurso&idpadre=0&id=274331# (accessed September 5, 
2011). 

Lagos, Ricardo. “Declaraciones a la Prensa Australia en Clausura de Seminario 
  Minero.” Fundación Democracia y Desarrollo.   
  http://www.fundaciondemocraciaydesarrollo.cl/memoria/view/view-
comunicados-DiscursoEntrevista.asp?id=197775 (accessed May 25, 2009) 

Lagos, Ricardo. "Notes for the Speech of H. E. the President of the Republic, Ricardo Lagos, at 
the Australian Latin American Business Council," Sydney, July 15, 2005, Handout, 
Santiago: Fundación Democracia y Desarrollo, 2011. 

Larraín, Jorge. Identidad Chilena. Santiago: LOM Ediciones, 2001, (Author’s 
translation). 

Massey, Doreen. For Space. London: Sage Publications, 2005. 
Massey, Doreen. “Introduction”. In A Place in the World? Places, Cultures and 

Globalization, eds. Doreen Massey, Pat Jess, 1-4. New York: Oxford University 
Press, 1995. 

Massey, Doreen. “The Conceptualization of Place”. In A Place in the World? Places, 
Cultures and Globalization, eds. Doreen Massey, Pat Jess, 45-85. New York: 
Oxford University Press, 1995. 

http://www.sofofa.cl/opinion/2001/comercioexterior/1-4-2001/downer28.3.htm
http://www.sofofa.cl/opinion/2001/comercioexterior/1-4-2001/downer28.3.htm
http://www.gevans.org/speeches/old/1992/090392_fm_AusandChile.pdf
http://memoria.fdd.cl/view/view-ficha-isad.asp?tipo=discurso&idpadre=0&id=274331
http://memoria.fdd.cl/view/view-ficha-isad.asp?tipo=discurso&idpadre=0&id=274331
http://www.fundaciondemocraciaydesarrollo.cl/memoria/view/view-comunicados-DiscursoEntrevista.asp?id=197775
http://www.fundaciondemocraciaydesarrollo.cl/memoria/view/view-comunicados-DiscursoEntrevista.asp?id=197775


Irene Strodthoff 

 38 

Mitchell, Andrew. The Fragile South Pacific: An Ecological Odyssey. Texas: University of 
Texas Press, 1990. 

Moran, Anthony. Australia: Nation, Belonging and Globalization. New York: Routledge, 
2005. 

Peek, Matthew. “Australia: La Puerta de Chile a Asia,” Santiago, August 31, 1993, Hard 
copy, Santiago: Sociedad de Fomento Fabril, 2009, (Author’s translation). 

Rose, Gillian. “Place and Identity: A Sense of Place”. In A Place in the World? Places, 
Cultures and Globalization, eds. Doreen Massey, Pat Jess, 87-132. New York: 
Oxford University Press, 1995. 

Rudd, Kevin. “Launch of the Australia Americas Awards.” Australian Minister for 
Foreign Affairs. 
http://www.foreignminister.gov.au/speeches/2010/kr_sp_101219.html 
(accessed September 2, 2011).     

Said, Edward. Orientalism. London: Penguin Books, 1978.  
Salazar, Juan. Chile y la Comunidad del Pacífico. Santiago: Editorial Universitaria, 1985, 

(Author's translation). 
Smith, Graham. "Political Theory and Human Geography". In Human Geography: 

Society, Space and Social Science, eds. Derek Gregory, Ron Martin, Graham 
Smith, 54-77. London: The Macmillan Press, 1994. 

Van Ruth, Frances. "The Internationalisation of Australian Firms: How Networks 
Help Bridge the Psychic Distance between a Firm and a Market". PhD thesis. 
The University of Melbourne. Accessed September 29, 2011 from University 
Library Digital Repository. 

Van Ruth, Frances. "Australian Firms in Latin America: How Business and Social 
Networks Help Bridge the Psychic Distance Between a Firm and a Market". 
Melbourne: University of Melbourne, 2007. 

Ward, Gerard. "Earth's Empty Quarter? The Pacific Islands in a Pacific Century". The 
Geographical Journal 155 (1989): 235-246. 

Wodak, Ruth, De Cillia, Rudolf, Reisigl, Martin, Liebhart, Karin. The Discursive 
Construction of National Identity. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 1999. 

 

http://www.foreignminister.gov.au/speeches/2010/kr_sp_101219.html

